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Amendments to the Drawings: 

The attached REPLACEMENT SHEET of drawing sheet 1 containing Figs. 1 
and 3 replaces the original drawing sheet 1. The attached REPLACEMENT SHEET 
of drawing sheet 2 containing Fig. 2 replaces the original drawing sheet 2. 
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REMARKS 

Claims 1-18 are currently pending in the application. By this amendment, 
claims 1-2, 7-8, and 13-14 are amended for the Examiner's consideration. The 
foregoing separate sheets marked as "Listing of Claims" shows all the claims in the 
application, with an indication of the current status of each . 

In the specification, the paragraphs beginning at page 1, line 5; page 14, line 
1; page 20, line 3; and page 22, line 6 have been amended to update citation 
references and to correct a typographical error. In addition, the paragraph beginning 
at page 12, line 5, has been amended in conformity with the correction to Fig. 2 
described below. 

Fig. 1 has been amended to add the legend - PRIOR ART - to conform with 
the specification. Fig. 2 has been amended to correct a typographical error, namely, 
replacing "50" in the Period 5 entry for Forecast Group 1 of Profit ATP table 66 with 
"20", so that the Forecast Group 1 row corresponds to the Forecast Group 1 row of 
Allocation table 62, there having been no demand requests 64 from Forecast Group 1 
customers during the five periods shown in Fig. 2. It will be noted that the same 
changes to Figs. 1 and 2 were made in U.S. Patent No. 6,463,345 containing the same 
figures. 

The Examiner's comments regarding the established prosecution history and 
the long pendency of this case, and indication that a formal telephone interview 
would be welcomed in order to further prosecution of this case, are acknowledged 
with appreciation and such interview is requested. 

The Examiner has rejected claims 1, 7 and 13 on the ground of nonstatutory 
obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1, 9 and 16, 
respectively, of U.S. Patent No. 6,463,345. This '345 patent issued in a companion 
case to the same inventors for REGENERATIVE AVAILABLE TO PROMISE. As 
the Examiner has observed, the disclosures in these two cases are very similar. 
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However, the differences in the disclosures are significant and pertain to the claims at 
issue in the pending application. It will be observed that Fig. 5 of the '345 patent 
shows the method executed by the Demand Confugrator and Fig. 6 of the '345 patent 
shows an example of a PROFIT ATP frozen zone table. Fig. 6 of the '345 patent has 
no counterpart in the pending application. 

Fig. 5 of the present invention shows a preferred embodiment of a Supply 
Configurator (item 94 in Fig. 4, which is missing from otherwise comparable Fig. 4 
of the '345 patent) "wherein input files are manipulated so that no new starts are 
recommended, and the bill of material trimmed to a single level" (page 11, lines 1-4). 
It should be emphasized that fresh starts are avoided by running the single level bill 
of material check on the PROFIT ATP engine (page 24, lines 24-26). This Fig. 5 - 
which deals with the "single level bill of material" which is the title of the invention - 
has no counterpart in the '345 patent. 

Fig. 6 of the present invention is similar to Fig. 5 of the '345 patent, with 
several important differences. Consistent with the abbreviated strategy of the single 
level bill of material approach (e.g. avoiding "new starts"), firm orders are given 
priority (page 23, lines 11-12) in contrast to priority for back orders in the '345 patent 
(col. 9, lines 9-10). Further, although both figures (Fig. 5 in the '345 patent and Fig. 
6 in the present invention) begin with replacement of the customer field with the 
forecast group for each demand file record, only in the present invention does the 
Demand Configuration process (item 82 in Fig. 4, as detailed in Fig. 6) include a 
determination whether a forecasted demand belongs to the same forecast group as the 
request (page 22, line 14, to page 23, line2). 

The present invention addresses an approach - the single level bill of material 
described in Fig. 5 - that is not addressed in the '345 patent. While the present 
application and the '345 patent have otherwise similar disclosures, they are 
substantially different in what is disclosed from page 20, line 12, to page 29, line 17 
of the present invention and from col. 7, line 66, to col. 10, line 31 of the '345 patent. 
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In particular, instead of fresh starts, modified receipts and inventory data are used to 
manage enterprise demands (page 24, line 26, to page 25, line 2). A new receipt file 
(see item 1 14 in Fig. 5) and a new inventory file (see item 1 10 in Fig. 5) are provided 
as assets to the PROFIT ATP engine (page 25, lines 17-28). 

Since the claims have been amended to claim that the already claimed 
"manipulation" is to a single level bill of material, sufficiently describing a supply 
configurator process not addressed in the claims of the '345 patent, it is believed that 
the double patenting ground of rejection is overcome. 

Claims 2, 8 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 12, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite because it is unclear how, by deleting from demand information all 
build options and receipts, the supply configurator creates new supply data. 
However, as described above with reference to Fig. 5, the new supply data is taken 
from the last regenerative run of the PROFIT ATP engine. The claims have been 
amended to make this explicit. 

The Examiner has rejected claims 1, 7 and 13 under 35 U.S.C. §102(a) as 
being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,167,380 to Kennedy et al. ("Kennedy"). 
However, Kennedy fails to disclose or suggest the supply configurator of the 
invention, as shown in Fig. 5 and as described above. The above amendments to the 
claims make explicit that the supply configurator operates by manipulating the 
received manufacturing and planning data to a single level bill of material. Kennedy 
is thereby distinguished. It is therefore believed that claims 1, 7 and 13 are now in 
condition for allowance. 

The remaining claims (2-6, 8-12 and 14-18) are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 103(a) as being obvious over Kennedy in view of the 1997 article "Manufacturing 
planning and control systems" by Vollmann. Since these claims depend from claims 
now believed to be allowable, this ground of rejection is also overcome. 
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It will be observed from the foregoing that the amendments put forward in this 
response are designed to focus on the differences evident in Fig. 5 between the 
present invention and its companion '345 patent as well as the prior art. 

In view of the foregoing, it is requested that the application be reconsidered, 
that claims 1-18 be allowed, and that the application be passed to issue. 

Should the Examiner find the application to be other than in condition for 
allowance, the Examiner is requested to contact the undersigned at 703-787-9400 
(fax: 703-787-7557; email: clyde@wcc-ip.com) to discuss any other changes deemed 
necessary in a telephonic or personal interview. 

If an extension of time is required for this response to be considered as being 
timely filed, a conditional petition is hereby made for such extension of time. Please 
charge any deficiencies in fees and credit any overpayment of fees to Deposit 
Account 09-0456 (IBM-Burlington). 

Sincerely, 

Clyde R Christofferson 
Reg. No. 34,138 

Whitham, Curtis, Christofferson & Cook, P.C. Customer No. 30743 

1 1491 Sunset Hills Road, Suite 340 

Reston, VA 20190 

703-787-9400 

703-787-7557 (fax) 



